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LETTER FROM QDRNIRES

Greetings my dear
sisters in Christ,

| pray this news letter finds
you and your family well.

The beginning of a new year
and | can’t help thinking about
beginnings. In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word
was God. He was with God
in the beginning. John 1:1. |
pray that we remember to
include the Word in our
ministry: both the word of
God and the Word, Jesus
Christ. If we use the word of
God to guide us and keep the
Word, Jesus at the center we
will have a successful term
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Our retreat is fast ap-
proaching. It will be at the
Wessendorf Ranch on January
I15—-16,2010. Costis $25.00
per person. You will need to
bring your linens. If you
would like to bring CDs or
musical instruments they are
welcome. This will be a time
for spiritual growth and
bonding as a team. Suggest
you bring something to write
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Women's Ministries

The mission of this
organization shall be
to foster active
communication,
spiritual enrichment
and education among
the women of the
Episcopal Church
with Christ as the
center.

Episcopal Diocese of West Texas

we do the work we have been
given to do. Each of you has
been blessed with spiritual
gifts and each one of you is
needed to fulfill the mission of

serving on the Commission
for Women'’s Ministries.

What a busy year 2010
promises to be. | am looking
forward to serving with you

From the Editor

“to foster active communica-
tion, spiritual enrichment, and
education among the women
of the Episcopal Church with
Christ at the center.” We
have an exciting opportunity
ahead of us to be of service
for our God. | believe each of
you have been called by name
to serve on the Commission
for Women’s Ministries by our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
We have been given an
important task and an
opportunity to be witnesses of
the love of God for his people.
We have a lot of work ahead
of us but | also pray that we
will grow together in grace as

NUED

with, paper, journals, Bibles
and Prayer Books.

Our speakers at the Sharing
Luncheon at Council will be
Martha Curry and Betty
Chumney. We will have our
booth as usual.

| look forward to seeing you
on Thursday April 8, 2010 at
Camp Capers.

the Commission for Women'’s
Ministries.

The executive board had a
very productive meeting in
December  2009. Patricia
graciously hosted the meeting
at her ranch and fed us a
delicious  lunch.  You will
receive a copy of the minutes
from that meeting.

The Convocation Reps will
be meeting with Jane (VP
Communications) and me on
January 9, 2010 at my home in
Portland. A copy of the min-
utes from that meeting will
also be sent to you.

Blessings to you and yours this
New Year’s.

In loving service,
Deb Gardiner

President ECW

Our hope is to make
this the first of a
quarterly  newsletter.
It’s sole purpose is to
promote a sense of
connectedness among
the members of the
Commission. It is
intended to keep us
informed on the many
activities we participate
in, both as individuals
and as members of the
team which is called
the Commission for
Women’s  Ministries.
This is your newsletter.
Please contribute fre-
quently and regularly.

Blessings to all of you.
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SPRING GATHERINAP ROATH

About the weekend

Coming to trust our own experience of the risen Christ is fundamental to being a Chris-
tian disciple. Three peasant women expecting to anoint Jesus’ body for burial encoun-
tered an open and empty tomb early Easter morning. When asked by an angel, “Why do
you look for the living among the dead?”’ they were perplexed. When reminded of Jesus’
words that he would rise from the dead, they ran to tell the disciples their good
news only to have their gospel proclamation dismissed as an “idle tale.” This se-
quence of expectation, bewilderment, revelation, and proclamation, followed by a
doubting mind’s cynical response is all too familiar. The disciples on the road to Em-
maus had a similar experience in grace. Perhaps we do too?

Overcoming doubts and cynicism, is an all too familiar spiritual exercise following any
encounter with the Holy One. In this resurrection time, come to Camp Capers and

oWhy do ou | ook

x
Rev. Sandy Caseylartus,
Speaker

for the |iVin§ntmue to encounter the Holy One in prayer, scripture, sacrament, and silence. As

tHe women at the tomb and disciples on the road to Emmaus are reported to have

among the dead& let us bring our intentions, expectations, questions and doubts. Nothing need
be left behind. We will engage these stories of Easter and may find our own
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hidden in them. Discovering and accepting the presence of the risen Lord is a founda-
tional step in our living a resurrected life. Over the weekend our Christ Centered
Prayer will help direct our intention and facilitate discovery of the risen Christ within
our spiritual heart centers. Our Eucharists and healing service will celebrate that pres-
ence and empower us to return home renewed, refreshed and “resurrected.” Won’t
you come and join in the journey?

COMMISSION RETREAT

Friday, January [5 we will
gather at the Wellspring/
Wessendorf Ranch for food,
fun, fellowship and spiritual
renewal. Plan to arrive as early
as 4:00 and as late as you need
to. Meals will be provided by
the executive officers, and

b e gi nn idifhg SFfday . night will be

served about 6:30 p.m. If you
are planning to arrive later than
that, you may want to stop for
something along the way OR
take your chances. Most of the
time there is plenty of food so |
don’t really think you need to
worry. You will need to
provide your own linens and
toiletries and come with $25.00

cash in hand to pay the
caretaker. The facilities are
very nice so you should be
quite comfortable. However, it
is a little difficult to find, so TRY

to arrive in daylight.

DIRECTIONS

From San Antonio. Take 28I
North. Turn right on 473. (473
goes to the left about a mile
before you turn on it to the
right. Don’t let that confuse
you.) You will cross 32, but
stay on 473! Stay on 473
past stop sign to Narrows
road. There are many small
signs — Wellspring sign may not
be there. The Narrows Road

takes you into property. Cross
the Little Blanco River and
continue on into the ranch. This
is the trickiest part. The river
is off to your right, and the
“bridge” is just a concrete ford.
If you are going to get lost this
is where it will happen. Patricia
and Carla plan to arrive early
and will have this location

marked in some way.

Phone reception is spotty, at
best, but try calling Patricia at
210-275-8546  if you simply
cannot find it.

IMPORTANT: close any gates
behind you that you open.
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Holiness and the Feminine Spirit:
The Art of Janet McKenzie

This book is made up of 28 of
the artist’'s works along with
reflections by some of the
world’s best known women
writers. The art and text tell
the story of the life of Jesus
through the eyes of women.
The images are stunning and
haunting. This is a beautiful
book with depth to be read and
pondered over again and again.
for

ons é.

UPCOMING GATHERKERS

The
Guthrie

Fall Gathering 2010
October 22-24

Get acquainted by going to

Rev. Suzanne

www.edgeofenclosure.org

ANDEé . .

The Very Rev. Kate
Moorehead

Spring Gathering 201 |
April 8-10

Get acquainted by going to

motherkate.blogspot.com

At the Edge of the Enclosure
offers a weekly "self-guided"
retreat to prepare spiritually
for Sunday's liturgy. This site
also lists Suzanne's blog
Come to the Garden about

prayer life in an Episcopal
community of nuns living on
an organic farm.

Books
New for Lent!

Get Over Yourself; God's
Here!

Between Two Worlds: Daily

Readings for Advent

Organic God: Lenten
Meditations on the Words

of Jesus

Car | a OAsglican
.and Episcopal Relief and Devel-

Lifting
Change the World

For those of you familiar with
Womenos
is a companion volume to that
wonderful prayer book. This
volume contains prayers from
Anglican women around the
world arranged around the
United Nations Millennium
Development Goals. All royali-
ties from the sale of the book
are donated to the International
Women’s Network

opment.

Suzanne Guthrie is an
Episcopal priest, the author
of Praying the Hours and
Window,
former

Grace's retreat

leader, university
chaplain and mother of four
grown children. Besides
serving as the chaplain of
The

Suzanne's

School,
current project
includes "a kind of visual and
thematic itinerary of the
interior life" for beginners of

Melrose

all ages.

The Very Rev. Kate
Moorehead

Gender: Female

Industry: Religion
Occupation: Episcopal
Priest, Dean of St.
John's Cathedral
Location: Jacksonville :
Florida : United States
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Wo me n & s Animal, Vegetable, Miracle: A Yeare r s

of Food Life by Barbara Kingsolver

The story of how the author

Un c ochismc and her family took a year to

grow and eat only foods pro-
duced where they lived and to
eat them only when they were
in season. “Part memoir, part
journalistic investigation, Animal,
Vegetable, Miracle is an enthrall-
ing narrative that will open your
eyes in a hundred new ways to
an old truth: You are what you
eat.” | loved this book and find
myself looking at my relation-
ship to food in a new way.

An enclosed
garden is my
sister, my bride, a
hidden well, a
sealed spring.
Song of Songs 4:8

Wellspring Chapel


http://www.stmarkspress.info/
http://www.stmarkspress.info/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1561012211
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1561012211
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1561012831
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1561012831
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1561012831
http://www.blogger.com/profile-find.g?t=j&ind=RELIGION
http://www.blogger.com/profile-find.g?t=o&q=Episcopal+Priest%2C+Dean+of+St.+John%27s+Cathedral
http://www.blogger.com/profile-find.g?t=o&q=Episcopal+Priest%2C+Dean+of+St.+John%27s+Cathedral
http://www.blogger.com/profile-find.g?t=o&q=Episcopal+Priest%2C+Dean+of+St.+John%27s+Cathedral
http://www.blogger.com/profile-find.g?t=l&loc0=US&loc1=Florida&loc2=Jacksonville
http://www.blogger.com/profile-find.g?t=l&loc0=US&loc1=Florida
http://www.blogger.com/profile-find.g?t=l&loc0=US
http://ammaguthrie.wordpress.com/
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Episcopal Diocese of West Texas

It is not easy to find us on the
Diocesan Website, but it can be done!

The IMISSIONOf this

Hover overDiocese organization shall be to foster

SelectCommittees and Commissions active communication,
SelectCommi ssi on for omends sp/r{tua/ enrichment and
Ministries education among the women of

the Episcopal Church with
Christ as the center.

dwtx.org

REQUIREMENT SBERS NIPM

1 All members of the Commission shall be communicants in good standing of the Episcopal Church and resident in the
Diocese of West Texas

1 Membership shall consist of the Board Officers, one representative from each Convocation in the Diocese, and one
representative from each of those organizations within the Diocese specifically involved with Women’s Concerns.

M1 There may also be assistants for each Convocational Representative and for each Women’s Concerns Represen-
tative.

1 Ex-officio members of the Commission shall consist of the Bishop of the Diocese of West Texas and an Advisor to
the Commission who may be appointed by the Bishop.

1 The wives of Bishops, active or retired, of the Diocese shall be invited to serve as honorary members of the
Commission.



